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On March 17, after 12 hours of heated debate, the Peruvian House of Deputies passed a bill for the
merging of the country's three military ministries into a single Ministry of Defense. Amidst what
reporters described as the "noisest" congressional session in recent years, the ruling APRA party
and leftist party coalition, the United Left, approved the bill introduced by President Alan Garcia.
The bill was opposed by deputies representing conservative parties. Apparently, the tumult in the
congressional chamber resulted from the APRA party's leader in the House forcing through an end
to the debate over the objections of right-wing deputies.
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